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9.    The Punjab Government have recommended that the con-
cession  should be  extended  to  officers   already  holding  listed
posts and the Bengal  Government have  recommended a  similar
extension to   all members  of the Service who were recruited in
India.    (This includes holders of listed posts   and   other   persons
appointed otherwise than on the results of the competitive exami-
nation in the United Kingdom).     The view previously taken   has
been that it is not necessary to extend the concession to this class,
as it is a decreasing class and the members of it are  mostly   men
approaching the end of their service.    It may be as well, however,
to indicate one or two arguments on  the other  side,    A  United
Provinces officer holding a listed Police post  complained bitterly
last year about the inferiority of his position  as  compared  with
men junior to him in the Provincial Service who had recently been
promoted  to  the Imperial Service.    The burden of his grievance
was not that his pay, etc., were less but that the recently  promo-
ted men were members of the Imperial Service while he was  not.
The grievance seemed mainly a sentimental one, but he appeared
to feel very strongly on the  subject.    A  Punjab  officer similarly
situated seemed to feel his position equally acutely.     A more real
disability is that Local Governments in presenting  their Budget
demands to the  Legislative  Councils presumably include in the
voted portion the salaries of Police officers  who  have not been
appointed by the Secretary of State in Council and the Legislative
Councils can, therefore, refuse their assent to this expenditure. It
is difficult, however, to estimate how far this is a real danger and
whether the power of the Governor to restore the item  would not
in practice be a sufficient protection.
10.    The objections to extending the  concession  to  officers
already listed posts are, so far  as I  can  see  only  that it  would
cause a  good  deal of trouble to have them reappointed by the
Secretary of State in Council and that as they are  a decreasing
class the protection is not really necessary.    I suggest, however,
that the arguments set out in the  preceding  paragraph  are  suffi-
ciently strong to counterbalance these objections and that the exten-
sion should be allowed. It may be noted that the mere reappoint-
ment by the Secretary  of State in   Council  of these officers in
their present capacity will not. be enough.    Such reappointment
would give them the required protection, but  it  would   not  give
them the status for which they ask.     In order to give them this it
will be necessary that they-should be appointed by the  Secretary
-of State in Council as members of the Imperial Service. If the
suggestion I have made is accepted, we must ask local Govern-
ments for lists of officers to be reappointed and then ask the
Secretary of State to agree to the proposal and to reappoint the
Officers in Council. If this procedure is followed we should
infonxL Local Governments that the concession is for the present